Omaira Kontax
December 1, 1946 - April 8, 2015

Omaira's life story began a few weeks before Christmas in December of 1946
in Cali, Colombia. Born to humble parents, Don Jaime Rodriguez and Doina
Lucila Saucedo, she was the first-born of their six children. Her father Don
Jaime was a shoemaker who practiced his craft at home hiring temporary
workers who cut and shaped fine leather into handmade children's shoes. The
Rodriguez-Saucedo home was always filled with people, laughter and the
smells of food from Dofa Lucila's kitchen. No person ever left without eating
and sharing the love that abounded here. The music from Don Jaime's guitar
would spice their simple but happy existence.

Omaira took on responsibility at the early age of five helping her mother make
the morning breakfast, do the washing and cleaning as well as care for her
younger siblings. During these early years Don Jaime would be traveling from
pueblo to pueblo delivering his shoe orders and taking new ones. She would
often say she was happy to see her father return as he always brought home
something and the children knew that he would bring a special treat.

Although Omaira was raised in a strict environment she was a happy child as
her home was always filled with her friends and the friends of her brothers and
sisters. Don Jaime's guitar bridged the generation gap and the Rodriguez-
Saucedo home became a magnet that welcomed all in the neighborhood.



Omaira was the first of the six siblings to complete a university degree. Her
brothers and sisters would follow also completing university degrees and go
on to practice professional careers.

In the late '70s she traveled to Puerto Rico to begin a Master's Degree study
program at the University of Puerto Rico. She was fortunate to meet another
loving family like her own from whom she rented a room. The lady of the
home was DofAa Elena, an expert seamstress who shared her love for the art
of sewing, embroidery and handmade lace. Omaira learned how to make
beautiful articles of clothing while pursuing her studies and received a little
money from the sewing work. She would later make her children beautiful one
of kind clothes.

After receiving her Master's Degree she began to teach Organic Chemistry at
the University of Puerto Rico and later also at Sacred Heart University. She
enrolled in a conversational English program at an adult education center
where her teacher, Nick Kontax, would become her future husband.

Married in 1982, Omaira and Nick started a simple life together. Nick left his
teaching job that paid little and was hired as a property manager. In 1984 their
first child, Carla was born. A year later found the family of three moving to
Miami, Florida. Nick found employment as an adult education teacher as well
as a night auditor at a resort. On weekends they would travel to nurseries to
pick up plants for Omaira to sell at the side of the road in Carol City where
they would live for the next five years. All through this Omaira never
complained that her degree was being wasted and was happy to meet people.
This as well as a subsequent job in customer service improved her English.
Their second child Nicholas Jr. was born in 1986.

During this time Nick enrolled in a Master's Degree program while still
maintaining a full time evening job and it was Omaira who kept the family



together. The Kontax family situation improved with Nick's graduation and
their last child Jennifer was born in 1989. A year later they would move into
and own their first home. Omaira later enrolled in a Medical Lab Technician
program and would graduate and become a Licensed Medical Technologist, a
profession she would practice the rest of her life.

She was diagnosed with a very aggressive form of cancer in the later part of
2012. Throughout all of the surgeries, chemo, and multiple ups and downs
she faced life head on. Amazingly, she continued to work throughout all of this
time and be an inspiration to others who faced similar devastating obstacles.

Omaira was very close to her mother, father and siblings. In the later years
with much sacrifice she bought them a home in Colombia. She was a loving
mother and spouse and her children reflect the values of perseverance,
sacrifice, charity, honesty and love of knowledge that she imparted. She was
there for every school function, dance and music recital and celebrated their
achievements and comforted their sadness. She ushered them through all of
their formative education. Even later with her children completing
postgraduate professional studies she maintained contact with them on an
almost daily basis. She never forgot whom she was, from where she came
and that her faith in God bestowed thousands of blessings on all whose lives
she touched and were in turn touched by her.

In loving memory,
Nicholas Kontax



Tribute Wall

Wilcox Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Omaira Kontax

Wilcox Family Funeral Home - April 08, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Omaira Kontax

January 25, 2023 at 07:44 PM

Nick and family,

Although | have not known you long | am so saddened and
heartbroken by your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you and
your family at this difficult time.

Stan Thompson

Stan Thompson - April 14, 2015 at 11:09 AM
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Nick, Carla, Nicholas, and Jennifer,

Tia was such a beautiful and special person to me. | will always
keep her in my heart. Tomorrow as you celebrate her life, | will be
there in heart and spirit. Thinking of your beautiful family as you find
the strength and support one another.

Sending all my love, Diana Marcela

Diana Vogel - April 10, 2015 at 07:57 PM

Deepest condolences to the family. So sorry for your loss.

Connie Boden - April 10, 2015 at 06:38 PM
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Nick: Muchas gracias cufiado por ese escrito tan maravilloso que
refleja fielmente quien fue nuestra querida hermana, asi como
nuestra familia. Un abrazo

Luis Alfredo Rodriguez - April 10, 2015 at 04:27 PM
Nicolas, your and your family tragedy feels me and Diane with great
sorrow. You always been a great, generous friend. Our thoughts are
with all of you. Anything we can help you with...

Norman and Diane

Norman Arrazola - April 10, 2015 at 03:55 PM

Gracias Nick!

Es un maravilloso y fiel resumen de la vida de nuestra querida
hermana y tia, Omaira.

La querida Tia Omaira de quien extrafaremos sus continuos y
carifiosos detalles que aunque la distancia no nos permitiera
compartir muy a menudo, siempre tuvimos presente a una tia y
hermana que nos brindé mucho amor y carifio.

Dios la tiene en su reino.

Los queremos mucho,

familia Gonzalez Rodriguez

Mariella, Felipe y Andres - April 10, 2015 at 02:06 PM



Kontax family,

So saddened by the news of your beloved wife. May you find peace
somehow, and remember all of your wonderful times you have
Shared togather. My condolences to you and your family at this very
difficult time. Sincerely, D'Arcy

D'Arcy Damveld-Ansel - April 10, 2015 at 01:36 PM
| express my heartfelt condolences. May you always cherish
memories of your beloved.

Charvella Campbell - April 10, 2015 at 10:51 AM
Glenn and | just wanted to extend our deepest condolences to you
and your family. If there is anythiing you need please don't hesitate
fo ask.

Elizabeth and Glenn Malmstrom - April 09, 2015 at 03:23 PM
My deepest, heart felt condolences to the Kontax family and friends
for your loss. | am sorry for your loss. my thoughts, prayers and
sincere sympathy are with you Nick, and your family during these

difficult times. God Bless. Ali.

Ali Younes - April 09, 2015 at 03:17 PM



